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drawing on surviving documents from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the nature of the early ottoman state provides
a revisionist approach to the study of the formative years of the ottoman empire challenging the predominant view that a
desire to spread islam accounted for ottoman success during the fourteenth century advance into southeastern europe
lowry argues that  the primary motivation was a  desire  for  booty and slaves the early  ottomans were a  plundering
confederacy open to anyone muslim or christian who could meaningfully contribute to this goal it was this lack of a strict
religious orthodoxy and a willingness to preserve local customs and practices that allowed the ottomans to gain and
maintain support later accounts were written to buttress what had become the self image of the dynasty following its
incorporation of the heartland of the islamic world in the sixteenth century

this book was first published in turkish under the title bilinmeyen osmanlı co authored by prof dr said Öztürk and 250 000
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copies were printed i answered 290 questions whereas Öztürk answered 13 in total he collaborated regarding source
details and references as well as tirelessly proofreading and editing the book in addition this book was later translated into
arabic the first edition was published by osmanlı araştirmalari vakfi osav istanbul and the second will be published by dār al
shouroq in cairo the english version of this book has almost become a separate work from the aforementioned versions
although the main part was translated into english by ismail ercan the book needed a number of improvements and
rewriting of some articles after referring to western sources on the various subjects hence i changed the title as well as the
format of the book mainly for this reason but i have indicated which articles were written by prof Öztürk as preparation for
this book the questions it deals with have been discussed in academic research ever since 1983 and in addition hundreds of
conferences have been held throughout anatolia as a result over 5000 questions have accumulated in our question desk
submitted in written form by both readers and listeners for example the issue of ḥarem comes first with 503 questions the
issue of whether the ottoman sulṭāns particularly bayezid the thunderbolt drank alcohol ranked second with 276 questions
these were followed by such questions as fratricide rights and freedoms in the ottoman state the issue of the sulṭāns going
on pilgrimage if sulṭān waḥīduddin was a traitor etc needless to say we have been inspired by similar research done in this
field this book will consist of four parts in part one we will deal with weighty questions on the political history of the
ottoman state and the replies to them however such questions are most frequently asked about each sulṭān even if they
are related to law or economics for instance we will not ignore the issue of fratricide in his law when discussing meḥmed
the conqueror and the charges of the genocide of the kurds when it comes to selim the excellent in part two we will deal
with the questions on social life in the ottoman state and the ḥarem in part three we will look at those issues regarding the
ottoman legislative system and the organization of the state in part four we will answer some questions about the economy
and financial law of the ottoman state unfortunately we will not deal with all the questions we have received in all the
aforesaid fields owing to insufficient space yet it is our view that if something cannot be achieved completely we should
not give up entirely and resign ourselves to what has been done there are 307 differents subjects in this book some of them
as below war jihād in the ottoman state and the legal principles of the policy of conquest in the ottoman state the devşirme
conscription system the allegations that the ottoman state adhered to the bektaşi and aleviyye traditions during the years
of its foundation until sulṭān selim the excellent and that the abdalan ı rum consisted of bektaşi babas and alevi dedes on
rumors that some ottoman sulṭāns were addicted to alcohol and even held illegitimate carousals at the palace the legality
of fratricide in the ottoman state and some claims by some historians regarding savagery and massacre for the sake of
claiming the  sultanat  there  are  claims that  sulṭān  meḥmed the  conqueror  was  sympathetic  toward christianity  and
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corresponded with the pope on the ottoman state offering assistance to the andalusian state that was destroyed in 1492
ottoman harem ottoman legal codes ottoman legal system and islamic law which events sowed the seeds of hatred
between arabs and turks both of  whom are muslims the reasons for  the decline and fall  of  the ottoman state the
capitulations as one reason for terminating the ottoman state

a groundbreaking history  of  the wars  of  the ottoman expansion a  truly  global  conflagration that  crisscrossed three
continents and ultimately defined the borders and future of modern europe

partners of the empire offers a radical rethinking of the ottoman empire in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries
over this unstable period the ottoman empire faced political crises institutional shakeups and popular insurrections it
responded through various reform options and settlements new institutional configurations emerged constitutional texts
were codified and annulled the empire became a political theater where different actors struggled collaborated and
competed on conflicting agendas and opposing interests this book takes a holistic look at the era interested not simply in
central reforms or in regional developments but in their interactions drawing on original archival sources ali yaycioglu
uncovers the patterns of political action the making and unmaking of coalitions forms of building and losing power and
expressions of public opinion countering common assumptions he shows that the ottoman transformation in the age of
revolutions was not a linear transition from the old order to the new from decentralized state to centralized from eastern to
western institutions or from pre modern to modern rather it was a condensed period of transformation that counted many
crossing paths as well  as dead ends all  of  which offered a rich repertoire of  governing possibilities to be followed
reinterpreted or ultimately forgotten

state and peasant in the ottoman empire studies the dynamics of ottoman peasant economy in the sixteenth century first it
shows that contrary to the conventional wisdom about the stationariness of the asian agrarian economies ottoman peasant
economy witnessed substantial growth in response to population increase urban commercial expansion and to increased
taxation demands second the book argues that economic development did not take place independently of political
structures of the state this meant that in the light of the fiscal and legitimation concerns of the ottoman state and contrary
to the assumptions of the models of economic development changes in population and in commercial demand did not
result in the disruption of the integrity of the small peasant holding as the primary unit of production the book develops
these arguments in the context of a detailed empirical study of the economic trends of the state rules or institutions that
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embodied the relations of revenue extraction and of exchange in ottoman anatolia

a major contribution to ottoman history now published in paperback in two volumes
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